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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Haverton  Hill, 

17th  September,  1945. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

BILLINGHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report, 
the  Report  for  the  year  1944. 

This  year  shows  the  highest  birth  rate  we  have  had  in 
Billingham  since  1932.  The  death  rate  was  lower  than  last 
year  (8.7  compared  with  10.1),  but  there  are  several  dis- 
appointing features  about  this  year,  from  the  public  health 
aspect.  The  chief  amongst  these  is  the  abnormally  high 
infantile  mortality.  The  increase  is  almost  entirely  due  to  18 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  (bronchitis,  broncho  pneu- 
monia and  pneumonia)  which  occurred  in  infants  under  one 
year  of  age.  All  of  these  were  bottle  fed  babies  with  only 
one  exception. 

Although  orange  juice  and  cod  liver  oil  compounds  were 
available  to  all  expectant  or  nursing  mothers,  to  all  infants, 
and  to  all  children  under  five  years  of  age,  only  32,247  bottles 
of  orange  juice  were  sold  or  given  away  during  the  year,  and 
only  3,628  bottles  of  cod  liver  oil  and  532  packets  of  vitamin  A 
and  D capsules.  As  there  were  some  1,800  children  under  5 and 
460  expectant  mothers  in  1944,  the  response  was  shockingly 
bad.  These  preparations  contain  high  percentages  of  vitamin  C, 
and  A and  D which  are  especially  valuable  in  the  maintenance 
of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  are  needed  in 
normal  times,  and  more  than  ever  in  a general  food  shortage. 
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Bottles  of  orange  juice  should  last  two  weeks,  and  cod 
liver  oil  6 weeks,  and  a packet  of  A and  D capsules  6 weeks 
also.  If  all  expectant  mothers  took  the  vitamin  capsules  (as 
indeed  they  should,  throughout  the  pregnancy)  they  had  less 
than  1-J  packets  each.  Alternately,  only  118  mothers  could 
have  had  their  daily  capsules  for  6 months  of  their  preg- 
nancy out  of  a total  of  460  mothers.  Very  few  expectant 
mothers  took  liquid  cod  liver  oil.  Compared  with  last  year  the 
percentage  take  up  of  cod  liver  oil  actually  increased  slightly 
from  30%  to  41%  and  the  percentage  take  up  of  orange  juice 
increased  from  37%  to  55%.  Somewhat  more  than  half  of 
those  eligible  received  regular  supplies  of  orange  juice.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  18%  in  the  case  of  orange  juice,  and 
10%  in  the  case  of  cod  liver  oil  compounds. 

The  distribution  of  vitamin  supplements  to  our  war-time 
diet  is  aided  by  voluntary  workers  who  have  supplementary 
distribution  centres  at  Billingham,  Wolviston  and  Cowpen 
Bewley,  in  addition  to  the  main  food  office  at  Haverton  Hill. 
This  is  generous  and  valuable  help,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that 
more  of  the  general  public  do  not  avail  themselves  of  these 
facilities.  In  addition,  various  other  vitamin  preparations 
(rose  hip  syrup,  black  currant  syrup,  black  currant  puree, 
fish  liver  oil,  etc.),  are  on  sale  in  the  chemists’  shops. 

Teaching  and  education  of  mothers  on  diet  and  food  have 
been  carried  on  from  the  Welfare  Clinics  by  the  distribution 
of  Ministry  of  Food  leaflets,  the  exhibition  of  posters  and 
sale  of  booklets.  Some  posters  have  also  been  on  display  to 
the  general  public  in  the  bus  shelters  and  on  boards  erected 
in  prominent  positions.  This  education  is  a project  which 
should  become  much  more  extensive,  and  housewives  should 
be  encouraged  by  all  possible  means  to  buy  the  most  valu- 
able foods  and  to  prepare  and  cook  them  in  the  best  way. 
They  should  all  have  some  knowledge  of  the  science  of  food 
values,  and  this  is  being  done  gradually,  aided  by  press  and 
radio  publicity.  “ What  we  are,  depends  on  what  we  eat  ” is 
an  apt  saying  and  certainly  the  health,  growth  and  sound- 
ness of  development  of  children  depends  largely  on  what 
they  eat.  The  encouragement  of  breast  feeding  in  connec- 
tion with  this  is  also  vitally  important. 


The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  was  continued 
during  the  year,  and  although  more  injections  were  given 
than  in  the  two  previous  years,  the  total  number  of  children 
protected  actually  fell  this  year,  due  to  lack  of  personnel  to 
canvass  the  streets  and  to  the  apathy  or  lack  of  time  of 
mothers  of  young  children  who  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
facilities  available,  and  to  take  their  children  to  the  doctors’ 
surgeries  or  to  the  child  welfare  clinics  for  immunisation. 
There  are  fewer  children  under  5 than  school  children 
immunised  (48.4%  and  77.5%  respectively). 

During  the  year  large  numbers  of  children  received  the  very 
important  boosting  doses,  and  none  of  these  children  has 
developed  diphtheria,  not  even  a mild  attack.  This  was  the 
experience  in  1943  also,  and  much  stress  is  given  to  the  need 
for  repeated  doses  to  maintain  a child’s  immunity.  The 
routine  has  been  to  give  a single  boosting  dose  at  ages  2,  5, 
9 and  13  years,  after  the  initial  2 doses  at  9 and  10  months 
of  age.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  specially  trained  can- 
vassers, were  appointed  from  the  Civil  Defence  Staff,  and 
the  situation  in  regard  to  all  children,  and  especially  those 
under  5,  immediately  began  to  improve.  Their  chief  value 
is  in  obtaining  signatures  to  consent  forms  and  in  making 
an  accurate  child  census.  They  also  check  ^removals  into 
and  out  of  the  district. 

Education  of  the  public  in  the  necessity  for  immunisation 
is  not  needed  so  much  as'  exhortations  to  “ do  it  now  ” and 
the  provision  of  adequate  facilities  for  overworked  parents. 
Actual  refusals  amount  to  less  than  8%  and  where 
immunisation  involves  no  extra  exertion  on  the  part  of  the 
parents,  as  at  schools  and  nurseries,  the  percentage  immunised 
is  very  high.  A specially  trained  nurse  to  do  some  of  the 
immunisation  of  small  children  in  their  homes  is  advisable 
to  complete  the  scheme,  which  embraces  doctors’  surgeries, 
child  welfare  clinics  and  schools.  The  use  of  the  mobile 
unit  in  this  area  was  not  satisfactory,  probably  because  the 
population  is  scattered.  It  is  easier  to  make  appointments 
for  the  visits  of  a nurse,  and  personal  contact  leads  to  better 
results. 
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Adequate  clerical  staff  is  also  essential  and  the  keeping 
of  accurate  records.  A card  index  system  with  a card  for 
each  child  is  in  use  and  is  kept  up  to  date  by  various  returns 
and  notifications,  and  by  the  canvassers.  Two  complete 
rounds  should  be  made  each  year  ,both  by  the  nurse  and  by 
the  canvasser.  Schools  also  are  visited  twice  a year. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  remains  much  the  same  as  in 
1943  and  there  was  no  striking  change  in  infectious  diseases 
either.  Infectious  disease  and  tuberculosis  continue  to  be 
more  prevalent  in  t he  more  densely  populated  areas  of 
Billingham  and  Haverton  Hill,  although  the  housing  and 
building  conditions  in  Billingham  are  considered  to  be,  on 
the  whole,  quite  good.  The  sparsely  populated  rural  areas  of 
Wolviston,  Cowpen  Bewley  and  Port  Clarence  had  a very 
low  percentage  of  infectious  disease  and  tuberculosis. 

The  infantile  death  rate  is  much  higher  in  Haverton  Hill 
which  is  a densely  populated  poor  area.  This  is  also  the 
only  area  to  be  affected  to  any  great  extent  by  smoke  and 
grit. 

Scabies,  pediculosis  and  impetigo  were  much  less  of  a 
problem  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the  amount  of  work 
done  at  the  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Hostel  was  consider- 
ably reduced.  There  were  very  few  neglected  cases,  and,  as 
a rule,  fewer  treatments  were  needed*  for  each  case.  The 
Civil  Defence  Staff  of  the  First  Aid  Post  continued  to  give 
the  treatments  necessary  on  a voluntary  basis  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  did  excellent  work,  which  was  appreciated 
by  the  patients  themselves,  by  the  doctors,  by  the  school 
teachers  and  by  the  staff  of  the  war-time  nurseries.  Scabies 
has  continued  to  be  treated  as  a family  problem,  and  all 
members  of  the  household  were  encouraged  to  attend  for 
treatment  together.  Lethane  Oil  was  on  sale  at  the  Council 
Offices  and  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  for  the  home  treatment 
of  pediculosis  capitis,  whilst  cases  of  pediculosis  corporis  were 
treated  at  the  Hostel.  These  cases  were  rare.  Methyl 
Formate  in  bins  was  used  to  fumigate  clothes  and  was  found 
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to  be  most  efficacious.  Facilities  for  pressure  steam  dis- 
infection in  co-operation  with  the  Stockton  Isolation  Hospital 
were  not  made  use  of  during  the  year. 

The  war-time  nurseries  at  Rillingham  and  Haverton  Hill 
were  in  operation  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year,  and 
have  served  a useful  purpose  in  caring  for  young  children 
whose  mothers  are  at  work.  A few  children  were  admitted 
for  short  periods  on  account  of  malnutrition,  and  for  this 
reason,  at  least,  one  of  the  nurseries  would  be  useful  when 
no  longer  needed  for  war-time  purposes. 

The  District  Nurses  continued  their  excellent  work  of 
visiting  and  attending  the  sick  in  their  homes,  caring  for 
from  500  to  744  cases  each  month,  somewhat  fewer  than  in 
the  previous  year.  Their  services  are  greatly  valued. 

The  child  welfare  centres  have  continued  to  be  popular 
and  well  attended  at  both  the  centres  at  Rillingham  and 
Haverton  Hill,  but  the  ante-natal  clinic  at  the  Rillingham 
centre  is  worked  to  capacity,  and  needs  expansion.  A weekly, 
instead  of  a fortnightly,  session  would  enable  more  to 
attend. 

There  were  308  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the 
ante-natal  clinics  during  the  year,  which  is  a reasonably  high 
percentage  of  the  total  of  464  babies  born.  There  were  202 
infants  who  attended  Rillingham  child  welfare  centre  and 
309  children  aged  1-5  years.  At  Haverton  child  welfare 
centre,  107  infants  and  143  children  aged  1-5  years  attended. 
There  were  almost  the  same  number  of  infants  brought  to 
the  child  welfare  centres  as  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal 
clinics. 

The  attendances  at  the  birth  control  and  post  natal 
clinics  have  shown  a further  substantial  increase,  with  birth 
control,  57  attendances  in  1944,  44  attendances  in  1943,  and 
post-natal  clinic,  137  attendances  in  1944  and  75  attendances 
in  1943, 


8 


The  attendances  at  the  Ultra-violet  ray  clinic  are  prac- 
tically unchanged,  and  this  continues  to  be  popular. 


The  question  of  a local  maternity  home  is  still  in 
abeyance. 


For  the  future  we  must,  aim  at  improved  facilities,  and 
still  need  education  on  the  means  of  achieving  and  main- 
taining the  highest  possible  standard  of  development  and 
health.  Health  and  happiness  are  closely  woven  together, 
and  none  of  us  can  be  completely  happy  or  completely 
healthy  living  and  working  in  unsightly  inconvenient  houses 
in  dirty  surroundings.  In  other  words,  environment,  living 
conditions,  working  conditions,  the  food  we  eat,  the  houses 
we  live  in,  whether  the  work  we  do  or  the  people  we  work 
with  are  congenial,  whether  we  have  full  and  happy  lives  at 
home,  whether  our  abilities  to  work  and  to  create  are  exer- 
cised to  the  full,  whether  we  have  adequate  recreation  and 
contact  with  beauty  to  sustain  and  unlift  us ; all  these  things 
influence  our  state  of  health,  and  if  any  one  of  them  is  faulty 
real  illness  can  develop. 


In  a small  Authority  such  as  ours,  we  cannot  influence 
all  these  factors,  and  some  can  be  altered  more  than  others, 
but  we  have  in  our  new  housing  and  re-building  scheme  a 
glorious  opportunity.  A garden  for  flowers,  fruit  and  vege- 
tables, gives  room  for  open  air,  healthy  exercise  for  children 
and  adults,  and  food  of  greater  value  than  can  be  bought 
from  shops.  A single  bed  in  a single  room  for  each  child 
is  also  desirable,  and  helps  especially  to  prevent  spread  of 
infectious  disease.  Our  Scabies  problem  would  be  negligible 
if  children  did  not  share  beds  with  each  other  or  their 
parents.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  war-time  conditions,  not 
only  are  children  sharing  beds,  but  families  are  sharing  houses, 
and  the  most  urgent  problem  here,  as  elsewhere^  is  the  pro- 
vision of  decent  homes. 
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1 should  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment for  their  unstinted  help  and  co-operation,  and  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
encouragement  and  support. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Staff : — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Lalage  R.  Benham,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : — A.  H.  Rushworth,  C.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector: — H.  Durkin,  M.S.LA. 

Clerks : — R.  Ingram,  T.  Breckon,  Miss  A.  Doran,  Miss  M. 
Parkin,  Miss  L.  Smith,  Miss  S.  Wells. 


Population. 

According  to  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
the  resident  population  of  the  area  is  estimated  at  20,220,  and 
the  following  figures  are  accordingly  calculated  on  this  basis. 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  was  464,  made 
up  of  245  males  and  219  females,  which  gives  a birth  rate  of 
22.9. 


The  number  of  still  births  was  11,  made  up  of  6 males 
and  5 females.  This  gives  a still  birth  rate  of  23.7  per  1,000 
total  births. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  177,  made  up  of  93  males 
and  84  females.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  8.7,  and  of  this 
the  largest  incidence  was  from 
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Male 

Female 

Bronchitis  

13 

9 

Heart  Disease  

8 

12 

Cancer  

9 

9 

Intra-cranial  Vascular 
Lesions  

8 

9 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

Tuberculosis  

7 

4 

During  the  period  under  review  there  were  38  deaths 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  16  males  and  22  females, 
and  this  gives  an  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  82  per  1,000  live 
births. 

The  following  table  gives  the  location,  approximate 
populated  in  each  ward,  number  of  deaths,  rate  per  1,000  and 
percentage  of  deaths  in  each  ward  to  total  number. 


Ward 

Pop. 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1000 

% of  Total 
Deaths  per 
Ward 

Haverton  Hill  North  .... 

5132 

76 

14.8 

42.93% 

St.  Cuthberts 

5805 

47 

8.1 

26.55% 

Chiltons 

5012 

32 

6.4 

18.08% 

Haverton  Hill  South 

2003 

9 

4.5 

5.08% 

Port  Clarence  .... 

1076 

8 

7.9 

4.53% 

Wolviston 

1121 

5 

4.5 

2.83% 

Cowpen  Bewley 

151 

20300 

177 

8/71 

100.00% 

Comparison  of  Infantile  Death  Rates. 

Billingham.  Stockton.  England  & Wales. 

82  67  46 

The  infantile  death  rate  of  82  is  16  higher  than  1943,  and 
when  compared  with  England  and  Wales  (46)  is  a very  high 
figure. 

Analysed  into  wards,  the  following  table  shows  that  out 
of  145  births  in  Haverton  Hill  North  Ward,  20  died,  which 
gives  a death  rate  of  138  per  1,000  births.  Chiltons  Ward 
comes  next  with  a rate  of  65,  and  St.  Cuthbert’s  with  63. 
Haverton  Hill  South  Ward  had  a death  rate  of  43.5  for  1,000 
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births.  There  were  no  deaths  in  cither  Port  Clarence, 
Wolviston  or  Cowpen  Bewley  Wards. 


Infantile  Mortality. 


Wand 

Births  j 

Deaths 

Death  rate 
per  1,000 

% of  total 
per  ward 

Haverton  Hill  North  ... 

145 

20 

138 

52.63%  " 

St.  Cutliberts  

143 

9 

63 

23.69% 

Chiltons  i 

123 

8 

65 

21.05% 

Haverton  Hill  South  ... 

23 

1 

43.5 

2.63% 

Port  Clarence  

22 

— 

— 

— • 

Wolviston 

5 i 

— 

— 

— 

Cowpen  Bewley 

3 

— 

— 

— 

464 

38 

81.9 

100.00% 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

A total  of  534  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year, as  compared  with  a figure  of  392  for  the 
year  1943. 


Separate  figures  are  given  below,  together  with  a com- 
parative table  for  1943. 


Disease 
Meningitis 
Whooping  Cough 
Dysentry 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Measles 

Pneumonia  ... 

Typhoid 

Scabies  

Totals 


1944 

1943 

1 

2 

48 

54 

— 

5 

32 

43 

66 

50 

10 

5 

208 

214 

16 

19 

1 

— 

152 

7 

534  399 
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Practically  the  whole  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
notifications  was  caused  by  scabies  cases,  152  against  7.  This 
disease  was  made  a notifiable  one  on  November  11th,  1943,  so 
only  about  six  weeks  were  covered  by  that  year’s  figures. 

There  was  a welcome  decrease  of  11  cases  of  diphtheria 
notified,  32  against  43,  and  of  these,  5 children  and  3 adults 
were  diagnosed  as  tonsillitis.  There  was  one  death,  a female 
child. 

Whooping  cough,  measles,  meningitis  and  pneumonia  are 
all  less  than  last  year,  and  no  case  of  dysentery  was  notified, 
although  there  were  2 deaths  from  diarrhoea  in  children 
under  2 years  of  age.  There  was  one  notification  of  typhoid 
in  May,  but  this  was  finally  diagnosed  as  pneumonia. 

Scarlet  Fever  notifications  show  an  increase  of  16  on 
last  year,  66  against  50,  but  of  these  four  cases  were 
diagnosed  as  other  than  scarlet  fever,  thus  leaving  62  who 
had  the  disease.  All  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  a good 
recovery  was  made  in  each  case. 

Location  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  tables  give  (a),  the  location  of  diseases  in 
the  various  wards,  (b)  the  percentage  of  children  in  each 
ward,  together  with  the  percentage  of  each  disease,  and  (c) 
the  notification  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the  case 
of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough,  measles  and 
scabies.  Figures  for  1943  are  shown  in  brackets,  in  respect 
of  tables  (a)  and  (b). 

The  numbers  of  children  shown  as  living  in  each  ward 
are  given  as  accurately  as  possible. 
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(a)  Location  of  Diseases. 


W*rd 

Children 
in  Ward. 

W. 

Cough. 

Measles 

Diph. 

S.  Fever 

Scabies 

Total. 

Haverton  HillN. 

1820 

7 

41  1 

7 , 

8 

45 

108 

1943 

(1803) 

(17) 

(50) 

(6) 

(12) 

(....) 

(85) 

St.  Cuthberts 

1720 

29 

84  | 

15 

28 

50 

206 

1943 

(1700) 

(16) 

(101) 

(14) 

(18) 

(...) 

(149) 

Chiltons 

1350 

12 

60 

9 

27 

49 

157 

1943 

(1340) 

(20) 

(38) 

(15)  ■ 

(20) 

(....) 

(93) 

Port  Clarence 

350 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1943 

(340) 

(7) 

(9) 

(3) 

(■■■'■) 

(...) 

(12) 

Haverton  Hill  S. 

330 

3 

2 

3 

8 

1943 

(320) 

(1) 

1 (io) 

(4) 

(-..) 

(....) 

(15) 

Wolviston 

160 

...  1 

19 

1 

20 

1943 

(160) 

(...)  j 

(5) 

7i) 

j (■•■•) 

(.7.) 

(6) 

Cowpen  Bewley 

37 

3 

3 

1943 

(38) 

(i) 

(':;■.) 

(•‘.’•) 

(...) 

(1) 

Totals 

5767 

48 

208 

32 

66 

1 152 

506 

(5701) 

(54) 

(214) 

I (43) 

(50) 

1 (-...) 

(361) 

(b)  Percentage  of  Diseases  and  Children  in  Wards. 


Ward 

Children 
in.  Ward 

| 

W. 

Cough. 

Measles 

Diph. 

S.  Feverl 

Scabies 

Total. 

Haverton  HillN. 

31.56  I 

14.6 

T9. 7 

21.9 

12.1 

29.6 

21.35 

1943 

(31.62)  | 

(31.5) 

(23.4) 

(14.0) 

.(24.0) 

(...) 

(23.5) 

St.  Cuthberts 

29.81 

60.4 

40.4 

46.9 

42.4 

32.9 

40.71 

1943 

1 (29.82) 

(29.6) 

(47.2) 

(32.5) 

(36.0) 

(...) 

(41.3) 

Chiltons 

23.42 

25.0 

28.8 

28.1 

40.9 

32.3 

31.03 

1943 

(23.52) 

(37.1) 

(17.8) 

(34.9) 

(40.0)  : 

(...) 

(25.8) 

Port  Clarence 

6.07 

.5 

3.1 

1.3 

.79 

1943 

(5.96) 

(7) 

( 4.2) 

( 7.0) 

(7) 

! (-.) 

( 3.3) 

Haverton  Hill  S. 

5.73 

1.5 

3.1 

1.95 

1.58 

1943 

(5.61) 

(1.8) 

( 4.6) 

( 9.3) 

(...) 

(...) 

( 4.1) 

Wolviston 

2.76 

9.1 

1.5 

3.95 

1943 

(2.81) 

(7) 

( 2.3) 

( 2.3) 

(...) 

(7) 

( 1-7) 

Cowpen  Bewley 

.65 

1.95 

.59 

1943 

( -66) 

(7) 

( 0-5) 

( 7) 

(7) 

(-) 

( 0.3) 

(c)  Notification  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population. 


Disease 

1944 

1943 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2.36 

2.66 

Measles  

10.25 

10.54 

Diphtheria  

1.58 

2,12 

Scarlet  Fever 

3.25 

2.46 

Scabies  ...  

7.48 

— , 
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On  analysis  the  figures  show  that  the  highest  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  amongst  children  occurs  in  .the  St 
Cuthberts,  Chiltons  and  Haverton'  Hill  North  wards,  in  that 
order.  This  is  a repetition  of  the  experience  of  1943  and 
1942. 

Diphtheria  notifications  fell  in  all  wards  except  Haverton 
Hill  North  and  St.  Cuthberts,  which  show  an  increase  of  one 
notification  each. 

Notifications  of  scarlet  fever  declined  by  four  in  Haverton 
Hill  North  Ward,  but  increases  were  shown  in  St.  Cuthberts 
(10),  Chiltons  (7),  Haverton  Hill  South  (2)  and  Wolviston  (1). 

St.  Cuthberts  ward  with  206  cases  notified  has  a percentage 
of  40.71  of  the  total  diseases  taken  into  consideration  in  the 
above  tables.  Chiltons  had  157  notifications,  or  31.03%,  and 
Haverton  Hill  North  108  notification  or  21.35%. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  shows  an  increase  of 
145,  which  is  mainly  occasioned  by  the  scabies  notifications, 
there  being  a nil  return  in  1943,  owing  to  the  condition  not 
being  made  a notifiable  disease  until  mid-November. 

Diphtheria  notifications  declined  by  9,  but  scarlet  fever 
increased  by  16.  Measles  and  whooping  cough  show  only 
slight  variations. 

A comparison  between  the  Haverton  Hill  North  ward  as 
a whole,  and  the  residential  area  of  the  Cowpen  Estate  shows 
a total  of  41  notifications  in  the  Cowpen  Estate,  2 diphtheria, 
12  meales,  7 whooping  cough,  5 scarlet  fever  and  15  scabies, 
which  equals  35.65%  of  the  notifications  from  the  whole 
ward,  as  against  34.1%  last  year,  when  there,  were  29 
notifications. 

Notifications  in  Haverton  Hill  South  ward  decreased 
from  15  to  8 and  Port  Clarence  from  12  to  4,  but  Wolviston 
increased  from  6 to  20  and  Cowpen  Bewley  from  1 to  3, 
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Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  sent 
in  by  the  Registrar  General : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Birth  rate 

per  1000 

Births:  Legitimate 

230 

203 

433 

„ Illegitimate 

15 

16 

31 

= 22.9 

Total 

245 

219 

464 

Still- 
births : Legitimate 

6 

5 

„ Illegitimate 

■■ — 

— 

Deaths : 

93 

84 

177 

Death  rate  per 

1000=8.7 

Infantile  Deaths: 

Death  rate  per 

Legitimate 

14 

18 

1000  live 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

Births=82 

16  22  = 38 


Women  dying  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 
From  Sepsis  Nil 


From  other  causes  1 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male  Female. 

Whooping  Cough  — 1 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  7 3 

Tuberculosis — Other  — 1 

Syphilitic  Disease  2 2 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  & Oesophagus 

(M)  Uterus  (F)  3 1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 2 5 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 4 3 

Diabetes  1 1 

Tntra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  8 9 


16 


Male 

Female 

Heart  Diseases 

8 

12 

Other  disorders  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

1 

Bronchitis  

13 

9 

Pneumonia  

6 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Disorders  

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  

1 

2 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  

5 

1 

Nephritis  

6 

1 

Maternal  Causes  

— 

1 

Prematurity  

3 

4 

Congenital  Maladies,  Birth  Injuries 

and  Infantile  Diseases  

3 

6 

Suicide  

3 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

1 

— 

Other  Violent  Causes  

2 

1 

All  Other  Causes  

10 

12 

93 

84 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Disease 

1 day 
or  under 

under 

1 week 

under 

1 month 

under 

1 year 

^ Total 

Prematurity 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Convulsions 

— 

1 

3 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Heart  Disease  ... 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Atelectasis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Spina  Bifida 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Septicaemia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

4 

8 

22 

38 

17 


Dysentery.  There  were  no  notifications  of  dysentery  during 
the  year,  although  there  were  2 deaths  from  diarrhoea  in 
children  under  2 years  of  age:  One  was  a month  old  prema- 
ture baby  who  died  in  hospital  with  gastro  enteritis  after 
delivery  by  Caesarean  section.  The  other  was  18  months  old, 
and  died  from  convulsions  following  enteritis. 

The  means  of  prevention  at  our  disposal  are : (a)  Early 

diagnosis.  Swabs  and  faecal  specimens  are  cultured  free  of 
cost  under  the  Durham  County  Council  Scheme,  (b)  Notifica- 
tion is  compulsory,  but  mild  cases  are  liable  to  be  missed. 
People  suffering  from  slight  attacks  of  food  poisoning  or 
dysentery  do  not  always  consult  their  doctors,  and  may 
spread  infection  before  steps  can  be  taken  to  check  it.  (c) 
Treatment  and  isolation  are  provided  by  the  Stockton  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  (d)  Education,  especially  of  people  who  handle 
food.  Actually  we  all  handle  food,  and  training  from  child- 
hood onwards  should  be  to  wash  the  hands  after  the  toilet, 
and  as  a routine  before  meals.  There  should  not  be  a W.C. 
anywhere  without  a wash-hand  basin  and  soap  and  towel. 
Posters  to  educate  the  public  are  regularly  on  display  in  bus 
shelters,  etc.,  and  cards  for  display  in  W.C.’s  are  provided  for 
food  establishments.  (e)  Adequate  washing  facilities  in 
schools  and  routine  washing  of  children’s  hands  before  school 
meals..  It  is,  unfortunately,  frequently  the  routine  to  wash 
after  meals,  (f)  Facilities  for  the  control  of  flies.  Sprays 
and  fluid  are  provided  and  are  available  on  demand  from  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  Refuse  tipping  is  controlled  and  covered 
bins  are  provided  for  purchase  by  householders. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  new  notifica- 
tions, both  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary,  and  the  numbers 
of  deaths  reported  in  the  different  age  groups. 
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New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Age  period.  Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonars 
years  Males.  Females.  Males.  Females.  Males.  Females.  Males.  Femaley 


0 - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 - 

5 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— — 

5 - 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

15  - 

25 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 — 

25  - 

35 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— — 

35  - 

45 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

45  - 

55 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— — 

55  - 

65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— • — 

Ove 

r 65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Total 

11 

9 

1 

3 

7 

3 

~T~  — 

This  shows  a total  of  24  notifications  during  the  year,  and 
is  the  same  figure  as  for  1943.  Deaths  total  11,  an  increase 
of  1 as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  of  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis was  20,  an  increase  of  7 on  the  figures  of  last  year.  The 
highest  incidence  is  in  the  25  to  35  years  group,  next  being 
the  15  to  25  group. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New  Cases. 

Age  Period  1944  1943 

5-15  2 1 

15-25  5 4 

25  - 35  7 2 

35  - 45  3 2 

45  - 55  3 2 

55  - 65  — * 2 


Totals  20  13 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  figures  were  given  on  the  return  to  the 

Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1944: 

5 to  15  years.  3966  children.  77.46  immunised. 

0 to  5 years.  1801  children.  48.36  immunised. 
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This  gives  a percentage  of  68.37%  immunised  of  a total 
of  5,767  children  in  the  area. 

The  following  comparative  tables  give  the  number  of 
doses  given  to  children  during  the  years  1942,  1943  and  1944, 
together  with  the  place  where  the  immunisations  were  carried 

out. 


1942. 

C.W.C’s  and  Nurseries 

Schools 

Surgeries 

Totals 


1943. 

C.W.Cs  and  Nurseries 

Schools 

Surgeries 

Home/Car 

Totals 

1944. 

C.W.C’s  and  Nurseries 

Schools 

Surgeries 

Car/Home 

Totals 


1st 

2nd 

3rd  Total 

128 

72 

— 200 

567 

332 

— 899 

191 

180 

371 

886 

584 

— 1470 

425 

289 

78 

792 

96 

55 

662 

813 

58 

42 

2 

102 

25 

5 

— 

30 

604 

391 

742 

1737 

221 

161 

152 

534 

189 

120 

1365 

1674 

52 

32 

25 

109 

9 

8 

1 

18 

471 

321 

1543 

2335 

Although  the  scheme  was  continued  throughout  1944,  and 
some  598  injections  were  given  in  excess  of  the  total  injections 
given  during  the  previous  year,  most  of  these  were  boosting 
doses  and  the  actual  number  of  children  immunised  fell.  This 
was  most  marked  in  the  pre-school  groups. 
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During  1943  there  had  been  a special  drive  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  who  neglected  their  other  work  for  a period  to  de- 
vote themselves  entirely  to  canvassing  for  the  diphtheria  im- 
munisation campaign.  In  addition  to  this  effort,  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Society  gave  able  assistance  in  canvassing. 

During  1944  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  cam- 
paign were  somewhat  relaxed  owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff 
and  pressure  of  other  work,  and,  although  the  Women’s  Vol- 
untary Society  made  another  tour  of  the  district,  the  response 
was  not  quite  as  good  as  in  the  previous  year. 

A permanent  specially  trained  canvasser  is  essential  to 
the  scheme,  chiefly  for  work  amongst  pre-school  children,  in 
order  to  maintain  a steady  and  increased  level  of  immunity 
in  this  most  important  group.  It  is  here  that  the  disease  is 
liable  to  be  most  serious  and  it  is  here  that  contact  with  the 
parents  is  difficult  to  establish  unless  the  staff  of  health  visit- 
ors is  ample.  A few  immunisations  performed  in  the  child- 
ren’s own  homes  are  also  essential  to  the  scheme  in  order  to 
obtain  the  highest  percentage.  There  will  always  be  some 
parents  who  find  difficulty  in  attending  surgeries  or  clinics, 
but  who  have  no  desire  to  neglect  their  children’s  health  or 
welfare.  The  family  doctor,  the  health  visitor  or  a special 
nurse  can  be  employed  for  this  purpose. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Children. 

There  was  a total  of  24  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during 
the  year,  but  of  these  five  were  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tonsilitis.  This  leaves  19  cases  which  were  finally  diagnosed 
as  having  had  diphtheria,  one  case  being  fatal. 

Of  the  19  cases  finally  diagnosed  as  diphtheria,  only  6 had 
been  immunised,  and  of  these  5 were  immunised  in  1941,  or 
early  1942,  with  the  small  dose.  The  records  of  immunisation 
of  the  other  child  are  incomplete.  The  fatal  case  had  not 
been  immunised. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  a fully  immunised 
child  (large  dose),  or  in  a child  who  had  had  its  third  or 
boosting  dose. 
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These  figures  are  very  striking  and  support  the  conten- 
tion that  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  does  not  fall  to  any  great 
extent  until  at  least  75%  of  children  have  been  immunised, 
and  that  immunisation  without  boosting  doses  is  not  adequate. 

Jn  prevention  of  diphtheria  active  immunity  is  the  most 
important.  With  a high  percentage  immunised,  the  disease 
could  be  practically  eliminated.  Passive  immunisation  is  of 
value  in  residential  schools  and  homes  to  give  a rapid 
though  short-lived  immunity  to  exposed  susceptible  persons. 
This  method  has  not  been  used  here  during  the  year.  Early 
diagnosis  is  also  very  important.  Swabs  are  provided  free  of 
cost  to  all  doctors  under  the  Durham  County  Council  Scheme, 
but  these  are  not  widely  used.  It  is  now  considered  better 
to  send  a doubtful  case  to  hospital,  rather  than  to  wait  for 
the  result  of  a swab,  missing  the  chance  of  early  and  adequate 
doses  of  antitoxin. 

Supplies  of  antitoxin  are  also  obtainable  by  all  doctors 
from  the  Council  Offices,  but  these  also  are  not  in  great 
demand,  reliance  being  placed  on  early  admission  to  hospital. 
Isolation  hospital  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Stockton  Cor- 
poration under  a cost  per  patient  per  day  scheme. 

Scabies. 

The  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Hostel,  Haverton  Hill,  has 
been  in  operation  throughout  the  year,  and  the  regular  treat- 
ment of  Scabies  and  verminous  conditions  was  carried  out 
with  the  help  of  the  Civil  Defence  Casualty  Service  Staff  until 
the  reduction  of  the  Services  in  November.  From  that  date 
a temporary  scheme  was  commenced,  afternoon  and  evening 
sessions  being  operated  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and 
Friday,  together  with  a morning  session  on  Saturday,  as 
against  daily  sessions  from  9 a.m.  to  7 p.m.,  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  Sundays  and  public  holidays  excepted. 

The  numbers  coming  for  treatment  during  1944  show  a 
sharp  decline  on  1943,  the  figures  being  respectively  407  against 
703.  The  numbers  of  treatments  were  also  much  less,  being 
1,299  in  1944,  against  3,220  in  1943.  This  was  chiefly  due  to 
the  milder  type  of  scabies  predominating  in  1944.  In  1943 
when  the  treatment  scheme  was  first  put  into  operation  there 
were  many  severe  and  grossly  neglected  cases  of  scabies 
detected  and  treated,  but  in  1944  there  were  very  few  neglected 
cases. 

The  doctors  sessions  were  reduced  to  fortnightly  instead 

veekly.  The  general  practitioners  kindly  co-operated  with 
the  Public  Health  Staff  and  attended  half  of  the  sessions,  the 
other  half  being  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Scabies  is  essentially  a family  disease,  and  the  chief 
means  of  prevention  are  : (a)  Early  notification  and  treat- 

ment to  prevent  spread  through  the  family  and  beyond  the 
house.  Notification  of  the  disease  is  compulsory  here;  (b) 
adequate  washing  facilities  in  schools,  works,  etc.;  (c)  a 
revised  housing  scheme  with  provision  for  a single  bed  in  a 
single  room  for  each  child,  including  the  baby.  (There  have 
been  several  cases  here  of  young  babies  developing  scabies 
contracted  from  the  mother).  This  is  probably  the  most 
important  factor  in  the  prevention  of  scabies,  and  liason  be- 
tween health  and  housing  departments  of  the  Council  is 
essential. 
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Persons  suffering  from  Scabies 


Adult  | 

School 

Children 

Under 

5 years 

Total 

January 

35 

22  ' 

10 

67 

February 

18 

12  ' 

5 

35 

March  ... 

20 

19 

7 

46 

April  ... 

15 

7 

1 

23 

May  ... 

8 

6 

5 

19 

J une 

22 

17 

6 

45 

July 

11 

10 

4 

25 

August... 

17 

11 

7 

35 

September 

17 

i 16 

4 

37 

October 

14 

7 

7 

28 

November 

5 

16 

2 

23 

December 

11 

6 

7 

24 

Totals 

193 

149 

65 

407 

Daily  Treatments 

No.  of 
Drs. 

No.  of  Cases  seen 
each  session 

Min. 

Max. 

Average 

1 

Sessions 



Min. 

Max. 

Average 

January 

1 

18 

10 

4 

12 

44 

25 

February 

3 

19 

8 

4 i 

22 

50 

35 

March 

1 

14 

5 

5 

7 

65 

29 

April 

1 

10 

3 

3 

6 

33 

18 

May 

0 

11 

4 

1 

13 

I 13 

13 

June... 

0 

12 

4.7 

3 

5 

11 

7 

July 

0 

13 

2.5 

2 

3 

4 

3.5 

August 

0 

7 

2.9 

3 

7 

12 

9.6 

September  . . . 

0 

10 

3.4 

2 

7 

13 

10 

October 

0 

12 

3.1 

2 

20 

29 

24 

November  ... 

0 

9 

4.3 

2 

8 

18 

13 

December  . . . 

1 

10 

4.6 

2 

1 

23 

12 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough. 

This  has  been  continued  in  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Wel- 
fare Clinics  when  especially  desired.  During  the  whooping 
cough  epidemic  in  the  Nurseries,  immunised  children  were  not 
completely  protected  although  none  of  the  attacks  was 
severe. 

Many  children  are  given  injections  of  pertussis  vaccine  bv 
their  own  doctors. 
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War-Time  Nurseries. 

The  Nursery,  Tame  Street,  Haverton  Hill. 

Mrs.  Murray  has  been  Matron  in  charge  since  the  Nursery 
opened  in  1942,  and  has  seen  the  Nursery  through  many 
vicissitudes,  chiefly  periodical  shortages  of  Staff.  There  was 
also  a severe  epidemic  of  measles,  when  the  whole  of  Haver- 
ton Hill  was  affected,  a storm  which  was  successfully 
weathered. 

The  staff  consists  of  a Matron  (a  fully  trained  Nurse),  1 
Staff  Nurse,  2 child  care  reserve  trained  Assistant  Nurses,  2 
Nursery  Assistants,  a warden  (C.C.R.  Trained),  a cook  and  a 
cleaner.  The  cost  of  admission,  1/-  a day,  includes  all  meals. 
There  are  40  places  and  the  nursery  was  open  from  7 a.m.  to 
5-30  p.m.  daily,  except  Sundays. 

The  Nursery  has  always  been  in  great  demand  and  well 
filled,  so  that  the  staff  have  little  breathing  space  or  time  to 
relax. 

The  Matron  reports  that  the  Nursery  remained  open  for 
the  whole  year  from  Mondays  to  Saturdays  inclusive,  although 
on  Saturdays  very  few  children  came  to  the  Nursery. 

Matron  is  pleased  to  report  that  children  can  now  be 
admitted  straight  away  whenever  there  is  a vacancy,  with- 
out having  to  be  sent  to  the  Scabies  Treatment  Centre  at  the 
Hostel  for  treatment  before  admission,  and  she  is  very  grate- 
ful to  the  doctors  and  the  first-aid  post  staff  for  their  excel- 
lent work  in  connection  with  scabies  and  impetigo.  All 
children  have  been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

The  children  have  been  remarkably  free  from  infectious 
diseases,  except  for  measles  during  the  epidemic  in  Haverton 
Hill.  All  the  mothers  are  hoping  that  the  Nursery  will  con- 
tinue when  the  War  is  over,  and  already  there  are  15  names 
on  Matron's  list  of  mothers  who  wish  to  continue  work  after 
the  war  for  various  reasons. 

Matron  wishes  to  thank  Mr.  Rushworth  and  the  civil 
defence  ambulance  staff  for  the  conveyances  used  to  take 
children  from  the  Nursery  to  Billingham  Child  Welfare  Centre 
for  Ultra-violet  Ray  treatment,  and  would  now  be  very  grate- 
ful to  any  volunteer  who  would  come  along  with  a car  for 
the  same  purpose, 
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The  following  table  shows  the  nuhiber  of  days  the  Nursery 
has  been  open,  total  attendance,  daily  average  and  the  daily 
maximum  per  month.  The  highest  daily  average  was  during 
March,  when  it  was  36.8,  and  an  average  of  over  30  was 
reached  during  February,  April  and  November. 


Days 

Total 

Daily 

Daily 

Month 

Open 

Attendance 

Average 

Max. 

January 

25 

623 

24.9 

33 

February 

25 

781 

31.2 

39 

March 

27 

997 

36.8 

45 

April 

23 

699 

30.4 

38 

May 

24 

710 

29.6 

39 

June 

26 

781 

30 

35 

July 

26 

751 

28.8 

39 

August 

25 

693 

27.7 

37 

September 

26 

515 

19.8 

35 

October 

26 

464 

17.8 

29 

November 

26 

806 

31 

37 

December 

22 

603 

27.4 

36 

The  Nursery,  Cheviot  Crescent,  Billingham. 

Jn  March,  1943,  Miss  O’Hare  succeeded  Mrs.  Clarke  as 
Matron,  when  Mrs.  Clarke  resigned  for  health  reasons. 

The  Staff  consists  of  a Matron  (a  fully  trained  Nurse), 
1 Staff  Nurse,  2 Child  Care  Reserved  Trained  Assistant 
Nurses,  2 Nursery  Assistants,  a Warden  (C.C.R.  trained),  a 
cook  and  a cleaner.  The  cost  of  admission,  1/-  a 
day,  includes  all  meals. 

There  are  40  places  and  the  Nursery  was  open  from  6-30 
a.m.  to  5-30  p.m.  daily,  except  Sundays. 

The  present  Matron  (Miss  E.  Rafferty)  reports  that  the 
attendance  of  children  at  the  Nursery  during  1944  was  good, 
with  a daily  average  of  up  to  29.  The  health  of  the  children 
throughout  the  year  has  been  good,  and  they  have  all  gained 
wreight  steadily.  A few  children  were  admitted  on  medical 
advice  chiefly  on  account  of  malnutrition,  and  these  improved 
rapidly  and  in  a short  time  gained  weight. 

The  children  are  very  happy,  and  their  mothers  can  go  to 
work  without  anxiety  or  worry  about  the  children,  knowing 
that  they  will  get  plenty  of  good  food  to  eat  and  be  well 
cared  for.  The  mothers  are  hoping  that  the  Nursery  will  be 
kept  open  when  the  war  is  over, 
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Thanks  are  due  to  the  Staff  and  the  boys  of  Billingham 
South  Intermediate  School  and  to  Birtley  Senior  School  for 
their  gifts  of  toys,  and  for  repairing  other  toys,  also  to  the 
local  civil  defence  ambulance  services  who  made  it  possible 
for  the  children  to  be  conveyed  to  and  from  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre  for  U.V.R.  treatment  during  the  year. 

A table  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Tame  Street  Nursery 
is  given  below.  The  highest  daily  average  was  during 
January,  when  it  was  29.7.  An  average  of  over  20  was  main- 
tained during  February,  March,  April  and  May,  but  fell  away 
later  in  thfe  year. 


Days 

Total 

Daily 

Daily 

Month 

Open 

Attendance 

Average 

Max. 

January 

25 

742 

29.7 

36 

February 

25 

687 

27.5 

39 

March 

27 

556 

20.6 

25 

April 

23 

470 

20.4 

24 

May 

25 

541 

21.6 

26 

June 

26 

470 

18.1 

22 

July 

26 

351 

13.5 

17 

August 

26 

349 

13.5 

19 

September 

26 

419 

16.1 

19 

October 

26 

416 

16 

19 

November 

26 

378 

14.5 

19 

December 

23 

261 

11.3 

15 

Billingham  Urban  District  Nursing  Association* 

This  is  a voluntary  Association,  administered  by  a Local 
Commttee  and  supported  by  voluntary  contributions.  By  far 
the  biggest  contributions  are  received  from  workmen  em- 
ployed in  the  various  industries  in  the  area.  There  are  also 
many  other  loyal  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Association. 

The  Staff  consists  of  three  fully  trained  Sisters,  who 
undertake  home  nursings.  Two  of  the  Sisters  undertake  the 
nursing  of  patients  at  Billingham,  where  the  greater  portion 
of  the  population  of  the  Urban  District  reside,  and  the  third 
Sister  attends  to  patients  at  Haverton  Hill  and  Port  Clarence. 

A Nurses  Home  is  provided  at  51,  Bedale  Avenue,  Billing- 
ham for  the  two  Billingham  Sisters,  with  a telephone  installed. 
Mrs.  Langstaff,  the  third  Sister,  resides  in  her  own  home  at 
1,  Cedar  Terrace,  Port  Clarence.  They  provide  their  own 
bicycles. 
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Equipment  provided  free  on  loan  by  the  Association  such 
as  bedpans,  backrests,  waterproof  sheets,  etc.,  is  in  great 
demand,  and  has  been  continuously  in  use  free  of  charge.  The 
Association  also  has  5 invalid  carriages  and  a spinal  carriage 
available  for  those  residents  needing  the  use  of  same. 

The  Association  are  members  of  the  Federated  Super- 
annuation Scheme  for  Nurses,  and  each  of  the  Sisters  em- 
ployed by  them  are  contributors  to  the  scheme. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  Medical, 
Surgical  and  casual  visits  during  the  year.  Most  of  these  are 
in  Rillingham,  which  is  the  main  residential  area. 


Month 

Medical 

Surgical 

Casual 

Total 

January 

351 

354 

22 

727 

February 

351 

367 

6 

724 

March 

395 

341 

8 

744 

April 

361 

264 

6 

631 

May 

366 

353 

7 

726 

June 

393 

265 

10 

668 

July 

272 

283 

3 

558 

August 

235 

260 

14 

509 

September 

285 

203 

14 

502 

October 

275 

321 

8 

604 

November 

371 

226 

14 

611 

December 

321 

240 

10 

571 

The  following  table  shows  the  locations  of  the  cases 
treated,  the  numbers  of  new  cases  sent  in  by  Doctors,  and 
received  from  other  sources.  There  were  a few  accidents 
which  were  treated,  but  these  are  included  under  the  heading 
“other  sources.” 


Month  ~.Port 

Clarence 

Haverton 

Hill 

Billingham 

Sent  by 
Doctors 

Other 

Sources 

January 

81 

148 

498 

28 

7 

February 

89 

159 

476 

25 

2 

March 

86 

103 

555 

20 

4 

April 

90 

138 

403 

28 

3 

May 

124 

131 

471 

30 

3 

June 

98 

136 

434 

29 

2 

July 

67 

131 

360 

23 

4 

August 

59 

98 

352 

21 

3 

September 

97 

103 

302 

18 

2 

October 

82 

170 

352 

29 

4 

November 

64 

124 

423 

23 

2 

December 

58 

119 

394 

30 

4 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1944. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 

July,  1945. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Twentieth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  carried  out  by  my  department.  Like  the 
previous  year,  Civil  Defence  duties  have  not  been  so  heavy  as 
air  raids  had  practically  ceased  and  there  remained  only  the 
administrative  side  which  seemed  to  grow  rather  than  diminish 
due  to  the  substitution  of  part-time  for  whole-time  personnel. 
An  effort  has  been  made  to  return  to  normal  public  health 
work  wherever  possible  and  although  some  useful  work  has 
been  done  there  is  a feeling  of  frustration  in  some  respects 
as  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  get  things  done  due 
to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  Not  so  many  years  ago 
money  was  the  difficulty;  now  the  position  seems  to  be 
reversed.  Take  the  housing  situation  for  an  example.  If  times 
were  normal  a number  of  houses  could  be  pulled  down  as  unfit 
for  habitation  and  many  more  could  be  repaired  as  ordinarv 
upkeep  has  been  neglected  during  the  war.  Rut  what  is  the 
position?  The  housing  shortage  is  so  serious  that  it  is 
impracticable  to  talk  of  demolition  and  only  the  more  serious 
defects  are  attended  to.  General  inspections  have  been 
reasonably  well  maintained  which  alone  is  a valuable  asset  as 
contact  is  being  re-established  with  all  the  various  people 
whom  we  meet  in  the  normal  course  of  our  duties. 
Details  of  the  report  will  be  found  under  appropriate 
headings  in  the  usual  order. 

In  conclusion,  I would  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for 
their  ready  support  on  all  health  matters  and  to  the  members 
of  my  staff  T am  indebted  for  their  willing  assistance  at  all 
times. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  OTHER 
DETAILS. 


Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  87 

Dwelling-houses  under  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  105 

Dwelling-  houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Conveyances  ...  ...  ...  23 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Verminous  Premises  and  Persons  ...  ...  ...  145 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Meat  and  other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

Drains  Tested  or  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Complaints  Investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  755 

Visits  to  Works  in  Progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Food  and  Drugs  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Public  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Refuse  Tips  ...  68 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Farms  ...  ;..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Butchers’  “ Making-up  ” Places  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Bedding  Removed  and  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Salvage  of  Waste  Materials  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Allotments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Visits  to  Premises  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  325 

Milk  Samples  for  Bacteriological  Examination  ...  12 

Milk  Samples  for  Biological  T.P».  Examination  ...  12 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Samples  of  Public  Baths  Water  obtained  ...  ...  1 
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NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  NOTICES. 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  from  previous  year 

complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  — 

SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED. 

HOUSES. 

Internal  dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Roofs  ...  7 

„ Eavesgutters  and  Fallpipes  15 

„ Chimney  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Firegrates  and  Ovens  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ Plasterwork  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ Gullies  8 

„ Water  Pipes  and  Taps  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„ Inspection  Chambers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Sink  Waste  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ Paths  and  Yard  Paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„ Water  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ Cisterns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

„ Waste  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  4 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Dust  Bins  provided  and  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

Blocked  Drains  and  Sink  waste  pipes  cleared  ...  ...  156 

Verminous  Premises  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  42 

Books  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 
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HOUSING. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  housing  will  be  one  of  the 
major  post-war  problems.  In  addition  to  the  number 
of  houses  destroyed  or  damaged  by  enemy  action,  building  has 
been  at  a standstill  during  the  war  and  determined  efforts 
will  be  required  to  make  good  the  accumulated  shortage. 
Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  difficulty  of  labour 
and  materials  affecting  repairs  and  the  need  for  retaining 
houses  which  would  otherwise  be  considered  for  demolition. 
Adverting  to  my  last  annual  report  concerning  property  which 
in  ordinary  circumstances  would  be  demolished,  1 prepared  a 
report  recommending  that  a clearance  order  be  made.  Al- 
though the  Council  accepted  the  report,  the  Ministry  of  Health 
refused  to  confirm  a clearance  order  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Regional  Officers  inspected  the  proposed  area,  which  should 
have  convinced  them  that  this  is  the  only  practicable  action 
to  take.  Meanwhile,  the  property  is  going  from  bad  to  worse 
and  many  of  the  empty  houses  have  been  wrecked  by  wan- 
ton destruction.  The  whole  position  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

A.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  251 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  146 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

4.  Number  of  dwcltinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  previous  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 
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B.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Nothing  done. 

D.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

Overcrowding  is  another  of  those  problems  where  very 
little  can  be  done  due  to  the  housing  position.  Under  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  useful  work  could  be  done  in  re-housing 
badly  overcrowded  families  even  if  the  standard  laid  down 
was  not  a very  good  one.  One  has  the  impression  that  should 
an  overcrowding  survey  be  carried  out  at  the  present  time, 
many  families  would  be  found  living  in  overcrowded  condi- 
tions. 

WATER 

An  unrestricted  supply  of  good  soft  water  is  provided 
direct  to  practically  every  house  throughout  the  area  by  the 
Tees  Valley  Water  Board.  Exception  is  sometimes  taken  to 
the  colour  of  the  water,  which  has  a distinctly  brown  appear- 
ance, a feature  common  to  water  from  upland  gathering 
grounds  on  account  of  the  peaty  matter  usually  present.  One 
sample  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  the  following 
is  a copy  of  his  report : — 

Parts  per  100,000 


“ Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.3000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0560 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0040 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  ...  ...  .2880 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  .0062 

Injurious  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  100  deg.  C.  ...  ...  18.0000 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  5.2  degrees 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  5.4  degrees 

Colour  of  sample  on  Hazen  Scale  ...  ...  28 

Appearance  of  sample  in  2 foot  tube  ...  Not  quite  clear 
Odour  when  heated  to  50  deg.  C.  ...  ...  None 
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MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Noticeable  deposit  from  l gallon  consisting  of  earthy 
matter,  vegetable  debris,  fungus  growths  and  very  many 
micro-organisms. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
at  37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours  ... 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar 
at  20-22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  P>.  Coli  Test  at  37  deg.  C. 
after  72  hours  ... 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  at  45  deg.  C. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  this  sample,  taken 
in  conjunction  with  the  bacteriological  tests,  show  that  there 
is  no  pollution  by  sewage,  or  by  sewage  contaminated  drain- 
age, but  the  microscopical  examL_  >n  of  the  deposit  from 
the  sample  suggests  that  the  supply  is  stored  in  an  unprotected 
reservoir  after  filtration. 

In  my  opinion  the  only  temporary  remedy  is  flushing  the 
mains  in  order  to  make  some  attempt  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  supply  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  not  suggested  that 
there  is  any  danger  to  consumers,  only  a suggestion  intended 
as  an  attempt  to  improve  the  quality. 

(Sgd)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK.” 

The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board  has  informed  me  that  no  raw  water  is  allowed  to  go 
into  supply  and  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  bacterio 
logical  examinations  are  carried  out  in  the  Board’s  Laboratory 
and  eight  (8)  in  the  Counties’  Public  Health  Laboratories 
per  month.  The  following  is  a copy  of  the  average  results 
obtained  from  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  carried 
out  by  the  latter-named  firm  who  are  recognised  as  experts 
in  water  analysis  ; — 


9 per  ml. 

41  per  ml. 

Positive  in  40  ml. 
Negative  in  40  ml. 
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“ Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 

91,  Queen  Victoria  Street, 

London,  E.C.4. 

Analysis  of  a Sample  of  Water  received  from  The  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board,  labelled  Average  Results  of 
Analysis  for  1944: 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 


Appearance  

Clear  and  bright. 

Colour 

Hazen,  Yellow 
Brown  85 

Odour  ...  

Nil. 

Reaction  pH  ...  

Neutral  7.2 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  ...  

0.5 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20  deg.  C. 

150 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180  deg.  C. 

10.7 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

0.8 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

5.6 

Temporary  Hardness 

3.1 

Permanent  Hardness 

3.6 

Hardness — Total 

6.7 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

0.04 

Nitrites 

Very  minute  trace. 

Free  Ammonia 

0.0067 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

— ■ 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0.00048 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

— 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs  at  27  deg.  C. 

0.566 

Metals  

Iron  0.009 

Other  metals  absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 

Number  of  “Bacteria”  growing  on  Agar 

per  cc.  or  ml.  in  1 day  at  37  deg.  C.  2 

Number  of  “Bacteria”  growing  on  Agar 

per  cc.  or  ml.  in  2 days  at  37  deg.  C.  5 

Number  of  “Bacteria”  growing  on  Agar 

per  cc.  or  ml.  in  3 days  at  20  deg.  C.  16 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  ...  Absent  from  100  c.c. 
Bact.  coli  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent  from  100  c.c. 

Cb  welchii  Reaction  ,..  ...  Absent  from  100  c.c. 
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This  water  is  clear  and  bright,  but  has  a heavy  colour 
due  to  the  presence  of  vegetable  organic  matter  in  solution, 
a normal  characteristic  of  this  supply.  The  water  is  neutral 
in  reaction,  fairly  soft  in  character  and  contains  no  excess  of 
saline  or  mineral  impurity  in  solution.  Except  for  a negligible 
trace  of  iron,  metals  are  absent.  It  is  of  satisfactory  bacterial 
purity.  These  results  are  consistent  with  a pure  and  whole- 
some water,  satisfactory  for  public  supply/’ 

I am  further  informed  that  the  water  is  not  plumbo- 
solvent  and  that  all  water  leaving  the  works  and  service  reser- 
voirs is  treated  by  Ammoniation  and  Chlorination. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  of  the  need  for 
sewage  facilities  north  of  Billingham  Station.  The  Coun- 
cil are  giving  urgent  attention  to  a scheme  for  the  laying  of 
a trunk  sewer  with  sewage  treatment  arrangements  before 
discharging  into  Greatham  Beck. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  and  type  of  conveniences  attached  to  private 
houses  and  shops  is  given  below : — 

Privies 153 

Water  Closets  5574 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  usual  detailed  report  on  Refuse  Collection  and  Dis- 
posal, including  the  Salvage  of  Waste  Materials  follows  this 

report. 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  only  five  (5)  bakehouses  in  the  area,  relativelv 
small  in  size  and  generally  well  conducted. 
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SHOPS. 

A number  of  shops  were  inspected  during  the  winter 
months  to  see  if  a reasonable  temperature  was  maintained. 
This  proved  very  difficult  in  view  of  the  fuel  situation  and 
provides  yet  another  instance  of  how  allowance  must  be 
made  on  account  of  prevailing  conditions.  With  regard  to 
the  closing  of  shops,  this  also  is  affected  by  the  supply  posi- 
tion and  until  rationing  is  eased  or  abolished,  there  will  be 
little  alteration  in  the  tendency  to  close  early  and  more  often 
as  there  is  no  point  in  keeping  open  with  nothing  to  sell  and 
customers  doing  their  shopping  before  blackout  time. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  established  as  the  Order 
made  in  1929  regarding  fish  frying,  ceased  to  have  effect 
within  a period  of  three  years  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

A.  Milk  Supply. 

During  the  year  twelve  (12)  samples  of  milk  have  been 
taken  for  the  usual  bacterial  content  and  the  biological  T.B. 
test.  The  latter  was  negative  in  each  case  and  the 
bacteriologist’s  report  is  given  below  on  the  other  tests 
applied : — 


Sample 

No. 

Micro- 

Organisms 

Coliform  Content 

Methlyene 

Blue  Test 

Grade 

per  1 ml. 

1 ml 

.1  ml 

.01  ml 

,001ml 

452 

21000 

plus 

minus 

minus 

minus 

Reduced  in  3 hrs. 

Accredited 

453 

over 500000 

plus 

plus 

plus 

Reduced  in  3£  hrs. 

, t 

454 

125000 

minus 

minus 

minus 

minus 

Reduced  in  4 hrs. 

, f 

455 

252000 

. f 

' 

Satisfactory 

N on-Graded 

456 

3300 

plus 

tt 

Accredited 

457 

8200 

minus 

ft 

458 

20900 

• 

. 

,, 

Non-Graded 

459 

53500 

t 

Reduced  in  3 hr. 

Accred  ited 

460 

520000 

plus 

plus 

9 # 

Reduced  in  3£  hrs 

f , 

461 

49600 

f f 

minus 

. # 

Satisfactory 

, f 

462 

149000 

9 f 

plus 

plus 

plus 

Reduced  in  1 hr. 

Pasteurised 

463 

75000 

” 

minus 

Satisfactory 

Tuberculin- 

Tested 
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The  results  are  reasonably  good,  although  in  some  cases 
the  Methylene  Blue  Test  does  not  correspond  with  the 
bacterial  content.  Routine  sampling  over  a period,  however, 
gives  the  best  results  as  it  would  certainly  be  most  unwise 
to  judge  a milk  supply  on  the  result  of  odd  samples.  In 
view  of  the  present  trend  of  legislation,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  we  shall  return  to  pre-war  arrangements  as  responsi- 
bility for  supervision  of  production  on  the  farm  will  pass  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  when  the 
“appointed  day”  is  fixed.  In  progressive  areas  where  proper 
attention  was  given  to  milk  production  this  change  is  not 
bound  to  be  an  improvement  as  knowledge  of  local  people 
and  conditions  will  be  lost  to  some  extent.  At  the  moment 
the  milk  trade  is  almost  sampled  out  of  existence.  What 
with  the  Local  Authority,  the  County  Council  and  the 
National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme — all  taking 
samples  for  various  reasons,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  dairy- 
man wonders  where  he  stands. 

The  undermentioned  licences  have  been  granted  to  retail 
purveyors  for  the  sale  of  graded  milk: — 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

“Accredited”  milk 

“ Pasteurised  ” milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered: — 

Register  of  farms  and  other  places  used  as 

dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Register  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  19 

Register  of  cowkeepers,  dairymen  and  whole- 
sale purveyors  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

B.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Centralised  slaughtering  is  still  in  operation  with  distri- 
bution by  means  of  a box  van  which  is  inspected  at  intervals.  I 
cannot  say  that  1 am  greatly  impressed  by  this  method  as 
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the  meat  is  dressed  much  less  carefully  and  handling — some- 
times whilst  warm — by  heaping  into  a van,  certainly  detracts 
from  the  appearance  of  the  meat  by  the  time  it  reaches  the 
butchers’  shops.  If  centralised  slaughtering  is  carried  on 
after  rationing  is  dispensed  with,  there  will  be  room  for  a 
decided  improvement  in  distribution. 

Other  foodstuffs  have  received  attention  and  the  follow- 
ing is  a list  of  articles  condemned : — 

9 lbs.  Bacon. 

25  lbs.  Lentils. 

21  lbs.  Split  Peas. 

38  lbs.  Imported  Pork. 

12  lbs.  Haddock  and  Whiting. 

6 sts.  2 lbs.  Fillet  Cod. 

13  lbs.  Beasts  Liver. 

318  Tins  Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs. 

C.  Adulteration. 

Twenty-one  (21)  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst,  all  of  which,  with  two  (2) 
exceptions,  were  reported  genuine.  The  samples  adversely 
reported  concerned  flaked  rice  custard  pudding  and  chocolate 
sweet  sauce,  both  of  which  contained  mites  to  an  extent 
which  rendered  them  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The 
remainder  of  this  commodity  (157  tins)  was  surrendered  and 
the  manufacturing  firm  written  to,  which  resulted  in  other 
stocks  in  the  area  being  withdrawn. 

D.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination,  of  Food. 

All  chemical  work  is  done  by  the  Public  Analyst  and 
bacteriological  and  biological  examinations  of  milk  supplies 
are  performed  at  King’s  College,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

Attendances  at  the  Public  Baths  have  shown  a slight 
decrease.  Figures  for  the  swimming  pool,  with  last  year’s 
figures  in  brackets,  are  as  follows : — 
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65786  (69580) 
9804  (10819) 
1395  ( 8861) 


General  Public 
Members  of  H.M.  Forces 
Use  of  Slipper  Baths 


Use  of  the  Slipper  Baths  has  fallen  owing,  I believe,  to 
other  arrangements  being  made  for  members  of  the  Services. 

A sample  of  water  obtained  during  the  summer  after 
nearly  500  bathers  had  used  the  pool,  gave  the  following 
excellent  result : — 


“Sample  Marked:  “ Billingham  Bath 
27/7/44. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at 
37  deg.  C.  after  72  hours  ... 
Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at 
20/22  deg.  C.  after  72  hours 
Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37  deg.  C. 
after  72  hours 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  at  44  deg.  C. 
in  40  ml.  after  48  hours  ...  ..> 


Water”— 8-45  p.m., 

5 per  ml. 

10  per  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative 


The  sample  gave  no  reaction  for  free  Chlorine ; the 
bacteriological  tests  were  excellent  in  their  results,  and 
showed  that  the  bath  water,  represented  by  the  sample,  was 
of  a high  order  of  bacterial  purity. 

(Sgcl.)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK.” 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

With  the  easing  of  the  war  situation,  people  are  not  so 
pre-occupied  and  naturally  more  notice  is  being  taken  of  the 
dust  and  grit  nuisance  in  Haverton  Hill.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  doubt  regarding  the  serious  nature  of  this  nuisance 
and  should  the  housing  position  become  more  easy,  many  of 
the  houses  in  the  affected  neighbourhood  would  again  become 
empty  People  only  remain  so  long  as  they  are  unable  to 
find  other  accommodation.  During  the  war,  a third  of  the 
elements  were  removed  from  the  dedusting  equipment  and 
this,  coupled  with  an  increased  coal  consumption  of  a higher 
ash  content,  is  largely  responsible  for  the  existing  conditions. 
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In  January  a Sub-Committee  met  representatives  of  the 
Firm  concerned  to  discuss  the  problem  and  were  sym- 
pathetically received.  The  difficulties  arising  from  the  war 
were  explained  but,  subject  to  the  limitations  of  labour  and 
materials,  an  assurance  was  given  that  efforts  would  be  made 
to  reduce  the  nuisance  by  replacing  the  removed  elements.  This 
work  was  put  in  hand  immediately  and  by  June  three  (3) 
dedusters  were  restored  to  their  pre-war  condition.  Revert- 
ing for  a moment  to  1939,  I should  explain  that  during  that 
year,  as  a result  of  representations  made  by  the  Council 
regarding  the  inadequacy  of  the  dedusting  apparatus,  experi- 
ments were  made  with  spraying  equipment  additional  to  the 
dedusters,  but  the  work  ceased  on  the  outbreak  of  war. 
During  this  year,  when  discussing  the  problem  with  works 
officials,  I had  asked  if  it  would  be  possible  to  restart  the 
water  spraying  experiments.  In  August  I was  able  to  report 
that  the  firm  had  been  able  to  adopt  my  suggestion  and  one 
boiler  was  already  working  with  the  new  equipment  installed. 
The  whole  problem  of  dedusting  on  a large  boiler  plant 
operating  on  pulverised  fuel  is  one  of  considerable  magnitude 
and  difficulties  have  to  be  contended  with,  but  if  the  spraying 
apparatus  can  be  perfected  to  operate  continuously  without 
undue  trouble,  then,  when  all  the  boilers  are  equipped,  a very 
definite  improvement  in  the  dust  and  grit  nuisance  can  be 
confidently  looked  forward  to. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Details  of  infectious  diseases  are  given  in  the  report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Routine  enquiries  are  made 
regarding  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  cases  are  removed 
to  hospital,  premises  disinfected  and  library  books  from 
infected  houses  are  disinfected  before  being  re-issued.  Dis- 
infectant is  supplied  free,  a small  charge  being  made  on  the 
bottle  to  ensure  return.  1,027  bottles  were  issued  during  the 
year. 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919, 

The  previous  year,  acting  under  a direction  from  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  a survey  of  the  district  was  made  to 
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ascertain  the  extent  to  which  infestations  were  caused  by  rats 
and  mice.  The  survey  showed  that  infestations  of  this  kind 
are  very  light  as  no  reservoir  type  and  only  two  (2)  major 
secondary  and  eighteen  (18)  minor  infestations  were  found. 
This  was  largely  confirmed  by  the  result  of  the  Ministry’s 
publicity  campaign  early  this  year  as  only  twenty-two  (22) 
complaints  of  rats  and  mice  were  received.  Towards  the 
year  end,  delegated  powers  under  the  above  Act  were 
received  from  the  County  Council  and  a part-time  Rodent 
Officer  was  appointed  who  commenced  to  deal  with  the  known 
infestations.  Regarding  private  houses,  the  Council  very 
wisely,  in  my  opinion,  decided  to  waive  any  charge  which 
might  be  made,  thereby  encouraging  householders  to  report 
any  infestations.  By  the  end  of  the  year  a number  of  premises 
had  been  successfully  dealt  with. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

The  undermentioned  complaints  of  verminous  premises 
have  been  received  : — 


Bugs 

Beetles 

Fleas 

Total 

Council  Houses  ... 

1 

8 

■ — 

9 

Other  Houses 

9 

8 

3 

20  . 

29 


This  is  five  (5)  less  than  the  previous  year  but  very  much 
the  same  in  proportion  regarding  the  cause  of  complaint.  The 
usual  methods  of  treatment  have  been  used  but  one  hopes 
that  the  new  insecticide — D.D.T. — of  which  so  much  is  heard, 
will  soon  be  readily  available  for  general  use  if  the  claims 
made  can  be  substantiated  in  general  practice. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

HAVERTON  HILL, 

July,  1945. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  REFUSE  COLLECTION 
AND  DISPOSAL  FOR  1944/45. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting-  herewith  my  Fifteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  cover- 
ing the  financial  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1945. 

The  salvage  of  waste  materials  has  been  operated  in  con- 
junction with  refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  details  of  this 
work  are  given  in  Appendix  II.  This  is  the  first  occasion  on 
which  a loss  has  been  sustained  in  connection  with  salvage 
and  the  reasons  for  same  are  given  in  the  report.  There  is 
nothing  to  which  I would  draw  particular  attention,  as  ^ach 
section  is  discussed  under  an  appropriate  heading. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  RUSHWORTH, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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MANUAL  LABOUR 

The  number  of  men  employed  and  the  nature  of  their 
employment  is  as  follows : — 

Foreman  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Refuse  collection  and  salvage  of  waste  materials  17 
Refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Freighter  driving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

22 


As  in  past  war  years,  manual  labour  has  been  a difficult 
problem  and  had  not  the  Essential  Works  Order  been  applied, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  sufficient  men  would  have  been 
obtained  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work.  As  it  is,  many  of 
these  men  are  getting  on  in  years  and  naturally  are  not  able 
to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  as  younger  men.  Once  again 
wages  have  been  increased  and  the  percentage  of  same  to  the 
total  cost  of  the  service  is  86.07%  as  against  83.74%  for  the 
previous  year.  In  last  year’s  report  I mentioned  the  adoption 
by  the  Council  of  improved  service  conditions,  particularly 
with  regard  to  sick  pay.  It  is  only  to  be  expected  that  under 
the  circumstances  more  paid  time  would  be  lost  through 
sickness  but  I am  sorry  to  report  that  there  has  been  a 
certain  amount  of  absenteeism.  The  following  table  gives 
details  regarding  these  two  items : — 


Sick  Pay — Full 

Sick  Pay — Half 

Absence 

Days 

Amount 

Days 

Amount 

Days  Hrs. 

219i 

£ 168-2-10 

48i 

/18-12-3 

| 224  3 

VEHICLES. 

The  usual  information  concerning  the  three  vehicles  is 
given  in  the  following  tables, 
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RELIABILITY 


1 

1 

j Vehicle 

Possible  No. 

of  hours 

No.  of  hours 

lost  for 

repairs 

Percentage  of 

hours  worked 

9 Cu.  Yard 

2,312 

101 

95.63 

(15J  yrs.  old) 

(2,352) 

(45*) 

(98.07) 

10  Cu.  Yard 

2,3621 

137 

94.2 

(14J  yrs.  old' 

(2,388*) 

(122) 

(94.9) 

12  Cu.  Yard 

2,359 

68 

97.12 

(5  yrs.  old) 

(2,346*) 

(43*) 

(98.14) 

RUNNING  COSTS. 


Vehicle. 

Tot’l  Cost. 

Wages. 

Licences, 

etc. 

Petrol,  Oil 
and 

Grease. 

Repairs 

and 

Renewals. 

1 9 Cu.  Yd. 

375-0-3 

(346-8-2) 

236-0-5 

(223-16-8) 

47-1-0 

(46-0-7) 

69-4-5 

(71-0-6) 

22-14-5 

(5-10-5) 

1 0 Cu.  Yd. 

433-19-9 

(420-4-2) 

247-15-2 

(234-1-1) 

42-1-0 

(42-1-0) 

86-10-11 

(83-12-7) 

58-12-8 

(60-9-6) 

12  Cu.  Yd. 

462-2-11 

(398-6-4) 

214-8-5 

(224-11-4) 

57-6-0 

(56-5-7) 

114  16-1 
(105-  0-0) 

75-12-5 

(12-9-5) 
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NUMBER  AND  WEIGHT  OF  LOADS  REMOVED 


Vehicle 

No.  of  Loads 

Removed. 

Weight  per 

Load. 

Total 

Weight. 

9 Cu.  Yard 

656 

(616) 

T.  C.  Q. 

2 8 1 
(2  8 l)_ 

T.  C.  Q. 
1582  12  0 
(1486  2 0) 

10  Cu.  Yard. 

665 

(539) 

2 8 1 
(2  8 1) 

1604  7 1 
(1300  6 3) 

12  Cu.  Yard 

626 

(521) 

2 18  1 
(2  18  1) 

1823  4 2 
(1517  8 1) 

Total  Tonnage  ... 

5010  3 3 
(4303  17  0) 

Horse  & Cart 
(Night  Soil)  | 

1 100  15  0 j 

(100)  (15  0) 

75  0 0 
(75  0 0) 

r , ~ , 5085  3 3 

GrandT°tals (4378  17  0) 

MILES  PER  LOAD  AND  PETROL  CONSUMPTION. 


Vehicle. 

No.  of 
Loads 
Removed 

Miles  Run. 

Petrol 

(Galls) 

Miles  per 
Gallon 

Miles  per 
Load. 

9 Cu.  Yd. 

656 

(616) 

2,309 

(2,326) 

650 
_ ( 7 3 7 ) 

3.54 

(3.15) 

3.52  ! 

(3.77)  | 

10  Cu.  Yd. 

665 

(539) 

2,961 

(3,298) 

849 

(871) 

3.49 

(3.79) 

4.45 

(6.11) 

12  Cu.  Yd. 

626 

(521) 

4,060 

(4,083) 

1270 

(1227) 

3.19 

(3.33) 

6 49 
(7.83) 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1943-44  Report). 
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The  first  two  machines  are  now  very  old  and  I would 
suggest  that  they  be  replaced  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
Running  costs  are  somewhat  higher,  No.  3 machine  in  par- 
ticular, due  to  gear  box  trouble  which  proved  to  be  rather 
expensive. 

REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 

The  system  adopted  in  the  early  days  of  the  war  of 
collecting  refuse  and  salvage  at  the  same  time  has  been  con- 
tinued and  every  endeavour  made  to  give  a once  weekly 
collection,  although  I am  afraid  that  during  the  year  only 
infrequently  has  this  standard  been  found  possible.  Neverthe- 
less, a most  reasonable  service  has  been  provided  which,  in 
view  of  all  the  difficulties,  can  be  regarded  as  being  very 
satisfactory. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  has  again  been  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in 
a disused  clay  pit  adjoining  the  Cowpen  Lane  Estate.  This 
site  has  been  in  use  for  over  twenty  (20)  years  and  will 
shortly  be  completed.  An  alternative  place  of  disposal 
adjoining  Sandy  Lane  has  been  purchased.  This  site  is  well 
away  from  any  property  and  should  be  well  suited  for  its 
purpose.  The  existing  tip  was  sprayed  daily  during  the 
summer  months  with  a view  to  preventing  any  nuisance  from 
flies  and  this  action  proved  successful  as  no  complaints  were 
received. 

COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  NIGHT  SOIL. 

The  privy  middens  at  Wolviston  and  Cowpen  Bewley 
have  been  emptied  as  usual  by  contract  once  weekly,  but 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  the  contractor  at  Cowpen 
Bewley  found  that  he  could  not  continue  to  do  the  work  and 
up  to  the  present,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  find  a successor. 
The  conveniences  are  being  emptied  partly  by  the  Council  and 
partly  by  local  farmers. 
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NUMBER  AND  TYPE  OF  RECEPTACLES. 

Dust  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5702 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Ash  Pits  16 

COST. 

A detailed  account  of  expenditure  and  income  which 
includes  the  salvage  of  waste  materials  is  given  in  Appendix 
1 with  the  previous  year’s  figures  in  brackets  for  comparison. 
Gross  expenditure  is  up  mostly  by  the  amount  of  wage 
increase  involved.  This  applies  also  to  the  net  cost  which 
is  further  affected  by  reduced  income.  Unit  costs  are  not 
seriously  affected  but  those  based  on  per  1,000  population  and 
per  1,000  houses  are  more  reliable  than  cost  per  ton,  which 
is  controlled  by  tonnage  collected,  a figure  not  very  reliable 
unless  a large  percentag*e  of  refuse  is  actually  weighed. 


APPENDIX  I— HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE. 
Table  showing  Costs  for  Year  ended  31st  March,  1945. 

COLLECTION  I DISPOSAL. 
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APPENDIX  II. 

SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS 


£1105  11  3 l Totals  £11431 
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